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% kind, i certainly calls for ſome Wonder to ſee a par A. bop ay" 
: He is almoſt fingular, like the Sun, as well s 
and by his ſuperior Splendor, attra®s univerſal At 
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But Yoſeph was a rich Man, as ye are told by another of the Evangeliſts, | : = 


5 ml yet 4 good Man. A great Fortune is not always favourable to te 


Groth of Virtue; proſperous Circuihſtances, like a luxuriant Seil unculti. . 
c inſtead of the gu- | 
Ele was of 4rimathea: that is, as is generally, and, 
5 5 - a Native of one of the Cities of Jeury, e for it is 
„ We have here then, CY Jo, 
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bedrim, and thence more likely to be influenc'd by the popular Clamour, 
and general Intereſt, as it would be thought, of his Nation: at leaſt, for the 
Sake of his Peace and Preferment, he ſhould not have ſeem'd inclined to run 


counter. to the Meaſures of the great Council, and of their Preſident, the 
High-Prieſt, ho probably acted as Prime-Miniſter upon this Occaſion. 


Vet Joſeph preſerv d his Integrity, amidft the Strife of Tongues, and the Vio- 
ſence of Paſſion and Party; and conſented not to the Deed and Counſel of them, 
who deſtroyed the Lord Jeſus. This indeed only prov d him a juf Man; 
but he was likewiſe a good Man; not content with not injuring the Cauſe 
of the Living. 
Pilate and begged the Body of Teſus. Our Lord had been condemn'd as @Cri- 


he extended his Concern to the Care of the Dead ; He went to 


minal, and executed as a Malefactor; and thence we may infer, that an in- 


Famous Place of Burial was deßgned for him. The Statefnan interpoſes, | 


and reſcues him from the Diſhonours of the Grave : — rates dtn his Body, 


and wrapped it in Linnen, and laid it in @ Sepulchre; which wat bewn in 
|" Stone, wherein never Man before was laid. This was what no Laws, but 5 
 - thoſe of Piety and Humanity obliged him to; — what nothing but the Love 


of Gop and Man could inſpire. The Greatneſs of ſuch a Conduct, will 


'-/ appear, by imagining we ſaw at this Day a Stateſman, living a perfect 


Stranger to. the Heats, of Faction, and performing the ſame kind Office to a 


Malefactor; to one, who had been adjudged an Enemy, both W 1 


gion, and N of his Country. 
We kno not in What other e this pl 


lan nn FE 


ima; but as a Principle of Goodneſs, once rooted in the Heart, will ex- 
- _ tendiitfelf through a Man's whole Conduct, there is little Room to queſtion, 
bu Foſeph was uniformly good; and from the ſhort Account here given ß 
dum, we may take Occaſion to ſhew, rms; nba ach cog : 
ral, 1 eee ä f = 
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EK n e e is 4 1 eee eh ese 
and ee dg: one, not confounded by che Terrors of Omnipotence, 
and bending under the Yoke of Religion, like a trembling Slave, before the 
Throne of his Tyrant: but paying a chearful and willing Obedience'; ——  - 
flowing from a Senſe of the divine Goodneſs, and aiming at ſome Degree of 


the divine Perfection. His Service is not like a Debt exacted, and diſchargd ; 


but is a Free- will Offering. As in his outward Behaviour he contributes not 
only his legal Proportion, to the Support of the. Altar, but reſpects the _ 
Beauty, as well as the Uſe of the Temple of God, and adorns as well as re- 

it. So in his Devotions, he goes beyond the Letter, to the Spirit of the 


Law: He conforms, but does not limit himſelf to ſtated Duties and public _ | 


| Offices; nor ſays to his Soul, Hitherto ſhalt thou go, and no further. The 

Love of Gop, is a Principle active, and progreflive z— neither circumſcribed, 
nor weary in well-doing. Where the Object is infinite, and infinitely lovely: 
Nine of Truth, for ever opening — an Orb of Light, for ever beaming 
-— an Ocean of Goodneſs, for ever flowing, we cannot love with too much 
 Ardor; nor can we pay too zealous and devout Adoration. While to others, 


the Remembrance of Gop is grievous, and therefo 


> ſeldom in their Thoughts ; | 4 


to the good Man, the Meditation of Him is both ſweet and frequent. His 


Religion, is Devotion: his Devotion, an Incenſe daily aſcending to Heaven, 
- - from a Heart enflamed by a Fire from Heaven. While the more ſober Ra- 


' tionaliſts conſider Religion, r and fill their Heads 


with Doubts, and Difficulties, — require Demonſtration for every Step hen 
£6 ke, and make = Mer of believing what they fs the good Ma's Heart 
captivated: he mais with, Reverence, and adores with Fervor... 


2. J of Mea hs et EE | 
Rr not ſufficient Teſtimonies, tho natural and neceſſarx 
Effects, of true Goodneſ. The Monaſtic in his Cell, and the Hermit in the 
Cave, or on the Mountain, have been, and ſtill are efteem'd by ſome, the 
| beſt goed Men. I would not willingly ſeem. to reflect on ſuch, who from a 
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they do not love the World, in effect ſeem to hate Mankind. 


dds Joys, evither — of ocher” Men's Sorrows: At a ſafe 


_ - Wants, as far as his Abiliti | 
i rejoice, and weeps with thoſe that weep. He cannot think char World below 
Ls His Regard, and unworthy of his Preſence, which is the Scene and Subject of 


0 Chriſtian Privileges, (the only valuable Diſtind 
upon a Level one with another: He remembers, that he owes a Duty to his 


* I may hw that a We e ane . _ 
 Fatherleſs and Widows in their Affiftion, as well as to lech ourſelves unſdotted 
from the World. The Evidence which Gop requires of our Love to him, is 
che Love of one another. But the Recluſe and the Devotee, while they ſay, 
ſhate 
er nth ar Dat of cl f — re aſl Members fa lrg 
ut e ys wi prom Brie ug be- ohm; | | 


Body politic and advancing the 1 Good : m7 ls AF 


* 


Diſtance, from the Sins and Miſeries of their Fellow Creatures, they con- 


ribute not to. reform the one, or remove the other. Their own, and not 


amor 5-57 ogra drag beams to be the Aim and End of thei 12 


Sl x 


- loſe its Name, when confined to mean Self-Love ; which is an Inſtinct, and 
| | the Relations, and Offices of Life. A good 


ſs is converſant in the publick ; and takes in all 
Man is a common Father, con- 

ceritd for the Intereſts, and anxious for the Happineſs of all Men; — pities | 
the Diſtreſſes of the miſerable, which fall under his Notice, and relieves their 


vilities will permit him. E rgoices with thoſe that 


the Divine Providence. Senſible of Gop's Mercy, he knows that Mercy is 


every one's due. He never denies Acceſs to any, who have Acceſs to the 
Throne of Grace: He cannot but love thoſe, whom Gop created, and the 


Son of Gop died to redeem : He conſiders his Fellow-Creatures, with reſpect 
ons of our Nature,) as 


Neighbour, as well us to himfelf, and to his Gon. He ſees, that the World 


7 A without mutual 


* | 


who gave, and who it is that will detnand an Account of his Talents, he 
neither buries them in the Earth, nor lays them up in a Napkin: If he 
has Knowledge, he employs it to inſtruct the ignorant, and to convince the 


d 5 Superiority, from his natural or civil Advantages : Conſcious - 7 20 


obſtinare: If he has Power, he exerts it to prote& che innocent, and % 1 


redreſs the injur'd — to break the Jaws of the Wicked, and to pluck the Spoil © 


me of I Tech, If he has Wealth, . 


Heaven to be drawn forth at the Demands of the miſerable.” Whatever his 
Capacity or Endowments are, he views himſelf-in no other. Light; than as 
an Inſtrument in the Hands of Providence, to diffuſe more Goodneſs, and 

make a happy World: He loves all Men, does good where he can, pities 
where he cannot relieve: —— ſends up his Prayers for the Wicked, ane 
e egg ee ee eee | 
1 650 the ee . : 6 


Wr 

| wars. than bein He has Peace within him, and this gives an agree- 

| lacency to his whole Demeanour 

| with theRays of Goodarks, which ſtream from dis Eee; and the dete 
1. Aſpect he puts on cannot conceal the Serenity and Heaven within his 
. that” He does Violence to his Nature, if he does an ungracious Thi ES 
In refufing a Favour aſk d, he will oblige the Man whom he refuſes. HW 
4 very Denials have a better Grace, and perhaps more real Kindneſs, than - 
tber Men's Favours ; as his Favours, e ee eat” pj 


have a double Value. 


| Candour is nts | From Goddaeſs: A once Hee: 5 
He that does no. III, will therefore think no 11k - When we truly love 
Mankind, we ſhall with Reluctance hear, and report with Pain, any Thing 
cds their Diſadvantage. With Pleaſure a good Man attcnds/ to every Thing 


$ — * 


His very Frowns are gilded - 


"01 


1 before he entertains a Thought to his Pre W 
. quentiy demands a full Hearing, before he will judge; and does ein 
; 0 Sentence before Examination. He would rather excuſe than aggravate the 
- Failings of thoſe. he loves. He rejoiceth not when his Neighbour's Foot flip- 
peth, nor magnifieth himſelf againſt him : With Sorrow he ſees other Men's 
FPlailings; and from a Senſe of Tenderneſs, would go back ward and throwa 
Veil over a Brother's Nakedneſs. Thus Joſeph the Huſband < yg | 
2 juft Man, intended to put away his Wife; but being alſo a good Man, he 
was . * nen Gut was minded OF. ber 1 


F > — 
> . 4 


benden 3 Pbanaen 1 3 1 
© called: — a Saintſhip without Humanity, that is cenſorious e e 
and ſond of finding, rather than mending Faults; but Rivers e 1 
ops «ape M's Hove, decor Men lum net Gone Law. . i 


| This candid and \chariable Diſpotition, A hor een 
Gina agreeable, as well as innocent. Scandal envenoms not his Tongue, 
and his Wit is never pointed by Malice. He comes into Company to im- 
prove good Humour, and to diffuſe a part of that Humanity which over- 

' flows his Breaſt, He ſecs in every Face, a Friend; his Brow expands; his 

Heart dilates to give and receive the ſocial Joy. Diſtruſtful of himſelf, ge 

aſſerts with Modeſty ; and is willing to learn, as well as to teach: He would 

convince without,confuting, .and rather win than corquer his Enemy. Hig 

_ Zeal is for the Dignity of Truth, and not the Honour of a Triumph: He 

hears with Patience, and informs with Pleaſure : ar od at 

| Ss, ſubmits without Obſtnay e inmphs without Inſolence. * 


As an Adverſary, eee eee LS © aus | 
rene but his Conviction and Reformation: He would rather recover | FE 
1 his Friendſhip, than ſee his Fall. He will nur rejoice at the Diftruttion 2 YH 
= eee W 8 
= 1 . 2 ; f | Anger, 
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Anger, 8 is a Flaſh; and dp at 3 

but ready to forgive; and even ingenious in framing an Excuſe for an Injury 
done him. A Miſdemeanor he will call a Miſtake : Ill Uſage, where not 
maliciouſly perſiſted in, he will be willing to aſcribe to the Ignorance, or 


and legal Reparation for every Treſpaſs, while he has any Hope of Juſtice 
. in a friendly Way: He would forego a trifling Right, rather than contend 
for it; and fave even a Knave his Bluſhes, were not the Public. « Sufferer, | 


"x45 Gino of Goodpels betray'd by ſuch a Connivance. 
v In his domeſtic Capacity, a good Man will appear R more then 


2 Maſter: He will not be as 4 Lion in his Houſe, nor frantic among bis Ser- 
wants. If he have a Servant, Be will be unto him as himſelf: he will entreat 
|  - bim gs @ Brother, becauſe he has need of him, as of his own Soul. A good © 


Man will correct with Kindneſs, rebuke with Tenderneſs, inform with Pa- 
- tience, and command with Humanity. He will deſire where he might 


command, g_ Ys INE IO a e 
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ind into him deſirous to reform, rather than puniſh ; or to puniſh, only 


t a Service. e - Ni gs 


Miſ- information of the Ill-doer. He will not. demand formal Satisfaction, 


in order to reform: It will make the Judge drop a Tear for the Perſon he 


condemns, and the Executioner a Sufferer with the Criminal. We cannot 

but feel Pain when a Member is cut off from our on Body, and nothing EY 
| ae e DIY the Preſervation of the whole, could Mo : 
us to eee JC 


* 8 Goodneſs: diſpokes. him to „ 1 
oo and to triumph without Inſult over” his  Yanqualleg Enemy. Su 


Gee in. a Princs will e 


| waage in him * People. The Grandeur.of = 
5 Re his 


(61. 


| is Office nn ta hs Ger af e at ts 
Pomp which ſurrounds a Throne, nor in the Reverence and Homage that 
is paid him by fawning Slaves, or flattering Subjects; but in the lid Ad- 
vantages he procures, and the Bleſlings he conveys to a Nation. A good © 
King win be the e e e Their Riches he 
will eſteem his beſt Treafure; their Affection his ſtrongeſt Support, and 
be e and theſe Blappincld bis wen Glory, He will anſtrer the 
_ prophetic Deſcription of the regal Office, and reſemble that ſtrong and 
ſtately Tree, whoſe Height reached unto the Heavens, and the Sight thereof to 
the Extremities of the Earth : — the Ornament and Happineſs of the 
Plains around it! I. Leaves were fair, and it's Fruit abundant : It was 
Meat for all : "The Beafts of the Field repoſed under it's Shadow, nd ric Birds | 
e actor Men's. if. ver. 10.17. b e 1 


| iy lf Gly ad, . Goodr | in Satze 

well © in the Sovereign, woald equally contribute to make Nati | 
happy. If Goodneſs: inclines Princes to rule in Mercy, it will alſo make 
Subjects obey with Chearfulneſs, A good Man will not ſpeak Evil of the 
Ruler of his People, The Weight of a Crown is a Burden, which calls. 
| © for his Pity towards thoſe who fupport it. a oe ede, e 

beſt, and laments for the worſt that happens in the Courſe of Affairs to 
His political Parent. The public Happineſs is the great Object of his View; 


0 which he ſacrifices all ſelfiſh Paffons, and Party Attachments : For the 


public Miſery, he mourns in ſecret ; — or contends without Faction, and 


dlc debates without Malice, for the Recovery or Increaſe of national Virtue 3 for 
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the greateſt Grievance a good Man knows in any State, is a Proſtitution of 
Morals ; the Source whence Infamy, Ts or * ch te. 
des ef national . | 


. he will not widen 8 of % ; 
Country; OT Ye en rays OTE ph" wn OO 


* 
Differences 
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n relg ab ale Bs * „„ 
i >dne TACT 3 
for the Imperfedtions of human Na- 


end, "ini e os te hs end, as well as his 
Adverſaries : Or, where he has the plaineſt Convillion of their Errors, e 


will remember their Prejudices, and by what Means they have been imbibed: 
Land that himſelf, under the ſame Circumſtances, might probably have 
deen ſubject to the ſame Deluſion. A true Chriſtian Charity will allow us 
to deſpiſe no Man, except the profeſs'd Enemy to Gop and Goodneſs : And 
_ [OA on 0 OY of all . 
bebe us to reform, if poſſible, and to relieve, if he wants Relic, tho'-wo 


1. c 
the Excellency of this Principle of Goodneſs : but as ſome Men ſeem to be 
content with, nay value themſelves upon a leſs Degree of Merit, and a 
e COggE Ry Ons 500 Ne LE OO OT; 
CORY „nnen pvp 60 Toaſt WE. | . 

4 
. Pra, we far Hoa: ths ginrow 
r Frugality, for Inſtance, more immediately regards a Mans 
oven Eſtate; Temperance, his own Health ; Induſtry, os SM 
and Juſtice is more watchful in preventing or puniſhing Evil, than diffuſing 
Good. The brave Man often fights for his own Fame, and the Stateſman 


nobles every Virtue. It makes Frugality a Reſervoir to water 4 dry and | 
frugal Man lets down his Pitcher for his own Uſe only : the good Man, like 
e e As OR FAROE: oe ts nas; 
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plans for his own Greatneſs: But Goodneſs ſanQifies every Quality, and en- 
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Temperanoe, it muſt be . 


r 2 


7 ee . e ans 


we, 


allies > Views »2ite-aijd EP hs Does WE Fe vn ot 
| leaſt of a C petence, in proportion to the Abilities and Circumſtances of 
3 "the Man, who is induſtrious, and the Bleſſing of Providence attending his 


Endeavours. But Goodneſs gives it a larger Scope than our own Wants, or 


© Conveniencies; —— takes in the public, as a common Parent, whoſe Was 5 
1 cg tho' at the we F of our pant and it's eee 7 


AE 


. eee e e 
ebe, Tie them, winning ln. among Men. In a private 


f i 1215 the Vigour of the Mind, and enlarges our Sphere of Enjoy ec | 
with reſpect to the Senſes, and the Underſtanding ; but Good Y 2 
Temperance ſtill further than P 

don, „ eee —to > Sher) eee, 7 
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Character, it is ſurely but a beggarly Virtue :. If it pays what is due, it en- 


acts what is due: No Man is obliged to the Man who practiſes it,. no 
mote than to the Man, who gives full Change in Silver, for the Gold he - 
receives. Juſtice in public Life is more uſeful, as it's Object is more exten- = 


_ five; and it may be more admired, when ſeated on a Tribunal or a T 


as in ſuch an Elevation it is more conſpicuous: But it is not upon 8 
Account, more virtuous, or praiſe worthy. To be uncorrupted in a public „ 
Station, is with reſpect to the Merit of the Action, but the ſame as not to 
| betray a Truſt; or forſwear a Debt, in private Life. But Goodneſs. is a 
_ ſuperior Principle; — as far ſuperior to Juſtice, as Money given in Cha- 
- rity is more acceptable to Gop, than Money paid for Value receiv d. Ju- 


ſtice is a Due; Goodneſs a Free- will Offering. Juſtice gives you only your 


| own: Goodneſs makes you a Sharer in the Fame, and Fortunes and En- 


ts of others. Juſtice is content with doing no Ill : Goodneſs delights 
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al Hand, and conde i AA andth Goodneſs! Sade” ar _ 
| Allowances, gives full Meaſure preſſed drum, and ſhaken together, and run- -.. = 
ning over; —— examines with Candour, judges with Mercy, and con- 
- demns with Regret, Juſtice retaliates Evil with Evil: requires an Eye 2 
rin and a Tooth for a Tooth : But Goodneſs overcomes Evil with =. * 
| Good. | Juſtice is like an uſeful Building, where, if you find no Faults 
| you: obſerve 40 dig Wants; But Goodneſs is like Pillars of = 
| Marble, ſet upon Sockets of fine Gold. In the one; you have Convenience, 1 
and juſt Diſpoſition: In the other, you have Elegance, as well as Strength, 
and Beauty with Uſe. In ſhort, you owe no Thanks to the Man, who 

does you Juſtice : — no more than to the Man, who does you no Injury. 
A merely honeſt Man, is but TY" Oe Ce W 
e ee | 


ELD - View Man 'then in his AUfirent Chis Mt Dot: 
' and without Goodneſs what is he ? — with Conqueſt chain d to his Cha- : 
riot Wheel, but a more ſplendid Murderer ; ——'with Power, but better : 

enabled to deſtroy and oppreſs Mankind with Pomp, but P re „ 
of Majeſty, an Epicurean God; with Wiſdom, but better qualified io 
undermine and deceive a Brother; with Juſtice, but an inexorable _ 9 

Judge, and a ſevere Inquiſitor, exacting from all their Dues, but a Stranger I 

to the Spirit of that Jesvs, who died for the Unjuſt, and to the EN. 
wo e e who in not ee eee what is done 
JT Bat this leads us to elite the! avine Virus and Chritian Grace 
nd what Fir this Principle of Oboe! ery = 3 


ben ee ie was mein {levee on" of Days,” eee of iow = 
Moons and Sabbaths : . ng Fn „„ 
he offering of Thouſands of Rams, and Ten Thouſands of Rivers of 
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| the Fatherkſe; and to: plead 


me Religion of the Heart, and the Exerciſe of Mercy and Truth. I moe 
this the Fal that I baus choſen, ſaith Gop by his Prophet, to looſe the Bands 
of Wickedneſi, to undo the heavy Burdens, and te let the oppreſſed go free, and 


ſtructure upon that Foundation; but Goodneſs is the very Crown and Com- 
Pletion of our ſpiritual Building. The former are but Means ; but Charity 
i the End of the Commandment; and without which, our Faich is a 
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Aid his Soul: e eee e eee 


read Sackclath and Aſbet under him : > in win, Gd. he came Afore the 8 


Lord, and. bow himſelf before the high GOD : All this : 
rigid, Homiliation, and preciſe Obſeryance of Ceremonial, were not only | 
unacceptable, but declared abominable in the Sight of Heaven, without 


that ye break every Yoke P Is it not to deal thy Bread to the hungry, and that 


Zhou bring the poor that. are cod out, to thy Houſe? When thou feeſt the 
— 11 JOE ee that thou acct: e I thine e 
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| Chriſtian Virted ace us like worth, a Jewiſh bſe 


not : Prophecy is more an Evidence of Gop's Goodacks towards 


| 2 r as is WL as: receives N and en-. 
larg'd beyond the Bounds of Self- Intereſt, and Self- Preſervation, contends 


for the general Happineſs. Faith is indeed a Foundation, and Hope a Super. 5 


cold Aſſent, ot à raſh Credulity ; and our Hope, a fond Preſumption. 


e he Apoſtle St, Petr, dier recounting the other Virrcs chat ſhould | 
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af Heart to. which a mee Conqueror 


in Whg it gives); 
in the Happineſs f others. It is not 
ow, but Beauty: — not Exiftence; but 


e humble” Wer a in Duſt * 1 
dae 1 ; hah | 
g Views in Price. The! good aun | 4 
arrive at: Which Ambition e 1 
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Subject of his Meditations. His Nptions of the crete tie WIA: 
and reverent, yet happy and delightful. Ie had gain d a true Magnificence 
re ee e eee on all Things, 
>mitting to all, and rejoicing in all, as permitted or order d by the Will of 
Heaven, and finally tending to the Happineſs of Man. If any Thing ap- 
peared: adverſe, or unaccountable in the, Courſe of the World, he adord 
in Silence; and would not attempt to penetrate, or preſume to object to the 
Ways of Providence. TA I Oe RT TER | 
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it to conſiſt not in the Preciſeneis of a Ceremonial, which he ſaid, was no 


better than the Popiſh opus operatum, nor in a mere Syſtem of Opinions; 
— in a Belief without Reaſon, and a Practice without Piety: But in a divine 
Agency upon the Soul of Man; reforming his Heart, lanctifying his Na- 
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_ always Cortſtamt (av dong n he was able) and attentive to the public Adm. 


niſtraridns/ of the Church. In 'theſs, however, it is very certain that he did 
not place the Whole of Religion : — He was careful to diſtinguiſh 'berween 
Means and Ends; — between occaſional or ſtated Acts of Worſhip, and a 


general Habit of Piety; and he would ſome time lament, that too many 


with him, were no more than i/raumental, and as ſuch commanded, and 


poet his Soul in Silence and Peace. It was here he was properly 
 bimſelf, — ſhut up within himſelf, the World excluded, and a Converſe 


du flniliatived himſelf to the Kingdom of the Juſt ; und as in public he 
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was ſo eminently adorn'd with thoſe divine Graces, the Acquiſition of 


Which" he made the conſtant Subject of his Prayers. Abroad or at Home, 
he had his regular Hours of Retreat: from Buſineſs ext! Compaiy; to attend 
with more Leiſure and AbſtraQtion to the Objec 


in his Mind with the Glories of the invifible World. It was vm 


open d with God and immortal Spirits. It was here he loſt Sight of this 
habitable Globe, extended his Proſpect to new Heavens and a new Earth, 
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 form'd not as a Taſk, but embrac'd them as a Privilege: He conform'd to 
| the Will of Heaven, not as what he auf do, but as what he wald do; 
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and ordinary Converſation... He lived as an Inhabitant, tho he eſteem'd 
himſelf a Stranger upon Earth. He ſhar d in the Duties, and ſometimes in 
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| Mind: He thought the Dignity of Reaſon was hereby proſtituted, the Du- 


des of Religion neglected, and the true Spirit of Chriſtianity as effeQtually 
mm as by more groſs Immoralities. Yet his Sentiments of this kind 
he never expreſs'd, but in private to his particular Friends. He gave him- 
ſelf not the Liberty in public Company, to exclaim at large againſt the 
Manners of the Age, nor cared to talk much of Religion with thoſe, Wa 
had little or no Taſte for it. This he thought an intemperate Zeal, and a ; 
kind of Proſtitution of holy Things, which frequently diſcredited the Cauſe 
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Knowleilge and Fractice of Chriſtianity ;, and above all by his own Ex- 


. ample, and habitual Piety. Thus he inſtructed without Pride, and 'bid - 
_ faireſt to reform, while he would not ſeem to reproach Mankind. The 
religious Severities of Pagans and Mahometans, compared with the licen- 
tious Manners of nominal Chriſtians, affected him much ; and he. reſolved 
by his own Life to remove, as much as was | in obe Man's Power, this 
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Mr. Locke, Sir ac Newton, and Mr. Addiſon, in whom Genius and Science 
ſhone ſo conſpicuous, uniting in their Suffrage to the Truth and Reaſon- 
ahleneſs of Revelation: He had in a ſummary 
one View, the collateral Evidence ariſing to the Goſpel-Hiſtory, from the 


Way collected, and ſet in 


Teſtimony of Heathen Writers; and he was perſuaded, that no Man could 


de an Unbeliever, but through Vice or Ignorance. Hence, he had a 
'_ thorough Contempt of thoſe half. learned and immoral Witlings of the Age, 

who againſt the cleareſt Records of Antiquity, the the current Tradition of Ages, 

and the greateſt Strength and Combination of Argument, attempted to ſet 


aſide the Authority of the Chriſtian Religion. But what ſtruck him moſt, 
was the native Excellency, and ſublime Moral of the revealed Syſtem, its - 


38 invaluaþle Privileges, — its ſuitableneſs to the Wants of human Nature, and 
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not ſuffer raſh Doubts, and bold Objections, ariſing chiefly from the Ob- 
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+ «© Religion, nor e the Garment of that Body, but about the Fringes 
« of that Garment.” Dr. STRATFoRD conſiderd Religion, hot as a 
mere Notion, or Speculation, — a Subject to diſpute about, or a Topic 
to harangue upon; but as a. divine Principle, forming in him a new 
Conſtitution of Mind, to be drawn forth into Practioe, and to teach him 


a bo 30 live; and how to die. He was an Enemy to all learned 8 
| phiſtry, and Metaphyſic Subtilty upon divine Subjects, as ſerving more to 


lex the Head, than to improve the Heart. He found (what every 
Man may find) Clearneſs and Certainty enough in the capital Truths, 
and grand Eflentials of Religion, to produce in him both Virtue and 
| Happineſs; and while he enjoy'd the TTING of arms: he _ 
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 Profeflion; and he had, with great Application, taken in, 
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with his Practice as 4 Civilian. "Honke — eee 


Sale, s fred ee of hri 


- - He fend by Habit and Wen de in '4 55 
lence and Indulgence nlp" eee eee 
Yet he was not only regular, but diligent in Buſineſs; and conſider dd 
te Diſcharge of his Office,” as a' neceſſary Part of his Chriſtian Duty. 
For this Reaſon, the Morning, after his Devotions, was generally em- 
ploy'd in "the Study of his proper Profeſſion, and the Remainder of the 
Day in a Courſe of Exerciſe, and various Reading of Hiſtory, Travels, 
| and ſuch Authors as might moſt entertain and edify. But as his chief 
' Deſign in Reading, was not to be more ingenious, but more holy, — 
not to increaſe his Knowledge, but to improve in Virtue, he delighted 
moſt in thoſe Writers, who heighten'd his Love and Veneration for the 
ſupreme Being; by diſplaying the Wonders of his Wiſdom and Good- 
r of Many 
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made, or Memory retain d, of an Affront ever offer d, or an Injury 
him. Yer did not his Chriſtian Charity / carry him ſo far as to betray | 
| any Truth, or dane Injuſtic wherever it appear d. Afraid of none but 
 Gop, he would boldly affert his own, and the Rights of the Commu- 
| Dity, where he thought them really invaded, - and there remain'd any 
_ "reaſonable Hopes of a Remedy. Influenc'd by che fame juſt Principle, *he 
would not ſuffer Paſſion to mix with his Conduct in a Conteſt with an 
Enemy: But ſacrificed his Reſentments, when he was highly provoked, 
r 
"wy not W Aa 8 anne, | | ee. 


D AA -- hands ul. 
| omtOftamio, and complaint without Deyn or Ftp ;— bo ſpoke 
What he thought, — or he ſpoke nothing ; — yet was never magiſterial in 
| his DiQutes, or pertinacious in his private Opinions. From -Riligion- tis 
| had acquird a calm and gentle Complacency, a ſedate and ſettled Frame of 
ene of Paſſion. 

. de of Vinwe; he lad en of that © 
| Inequality of Temper, or Diſquict of Mind, which thoſe muſt have, who | 
live in Contradiction to Nature, to Reaſon, and to God. ada 
ed him much, and I never obſerv'd him uncaſy, paſſionate, 
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or complaining. Notwithſtanding his long Confinements by piricdient he 


of he Oouy, waiting 'of Mee or eien dy, was hereby contract- 
ed; but he had generally the fame chearful and eaſy Habit of Mind, which 
| r He never 
ſeem d diſturb' d, and very little tranſported ; for he ſaw nothing in this 
Life that deſerved his Fondneſs or Diſguſt : He was always pleas d and eaſy 
_ rather than merry, free and humane without Levity, and never rais'd to 
TE ys © his Aeon, e w/o 
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| Wee reg al 

upon rational Principles, without pretending to any extraordinary Calli in 
his Converſion, Miracle in his Conviction, or Pangs in his Renovation. 
He had nothing in his Complexion that favour'd of Enthufiaſm : He might 
 _ ſeem rather by his Habit and natural Temper inclined to thoſe gloomy 
Doctrines, which make Man miſerable without a Fault, and Gon a Tyrant 

without Truth or Mercy. Yet was his Religion untainted by Superſtition, 
- - .unclouded: with Melancholy, and not ſoured by Ill-humour.. A Faith in 
ob Promiſes, an Adoration of his Per fections, a Submiſſion to his Will, 
2 Love and Imitation of this beſt of Beings, produc'd in him, what they 
are fitted to produce in every: honeſt ann, bt NO. at 
"Ore n, 


7 — bis lt Conetons, and migy by th 4 
very Bonds of Gratitude ſtrongly attach'd to the Intereſts of a Party. „ 
5 pee dh ˙Ü .. ˙ AVNʒʃsʃͤͤ 
Mankind; ſo that he had, for many Years, admitted to his Converſe, and 
ttreated, not only with Deceney but Kindneſs, the Perſons both of Romaniſt 
and Diſſenter, tho he did not love the Principles of either; and he apply'd 


.  alike:in- his Reading,.. and ee 
: Hts qc eee a 
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5 If he deten reflected” opening 40: Shih 1 
; met eee upon our general Manners, than upon 
i Perſons or Meaſures. - He: had- juſt Notions of civil Liberty, but 
lamented that of the Prefs, when he obſerved a paultry Journaliſt impriſon'd 
and fined. for Reflections upon his Betters, while the Majeſty of Gop was 
| traduc'd, and the Doctrines of Religion vilify'd with Patience and Impu- 
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Method of Religion, the Devotional 
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the Principle fie 'went upon was true, tho ſome may i Was too 
” _ peremptorily applied. He thought n State codld fland, where Religion | 
_ nnr 


| jneffiftud, where the Examples of the great were licentious and inumo- 
nl. 


Infidelity he ſaw fpreading, and its inſeperable Conſequence, Imme- 
- ralty; theſe, he know {as who does not know with the Certainty, and 
eee 
mme Conſtitution of Nature, and the Diſpoſition of Providence, the Parent ef 
— Milery to Individuals, and of Diſtreſs and Dilſolution to States and Commu. 
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me was the beſt of Citizens, if an unſhaken Integrity in public Life de- 
| Ito that Charsfter;— and the fincereſt Lover of his Countty, if by Coun. ; 
ry we underſtand the Conſtitution.; — the Rights of the Sovereign, and the 55 
Tiberey and Happineſs of the gubzect. But he had no manner of Regard 
| 36, or Opinion of Artifice and Quackery in che Management of the Body 
politic. Minifterial Inrigues and Rovelutione, which make fo much Noiſe - 
- in the higher World, if they reach'd his Ear, claim'd little of his Attention. 
All low and ſelfiſh Expedients calculated to ſerve a preſent Turn, to anſwer 
„ n ef Aae Wende er Revenge; he Baberen could: have no 
15 Zee This he | 
- thought could only be promoted by the Wiſdom of Men in Office, by flu. 
\tary Laws, and great Examples. His own Conduct was form'd fo agree. 
able to the Rules ef Reafon and Religion, that he could not without ſome 
Concern, obſerve the general Violation of both. Vet his Reflections upon 
F were confindd to hinaſelf and u Tow of his Friends, 
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He wet t — 
''— was a Member of no Cabal, — 0, TO 
eternal Oppoſition againſt every Adminiſtration. He was engag'd in bet- 
ter Things. He left his Example to ſpeak his Sentiments ; and no Man 
_ could with more Truth and Propriety have apply'd to himſelf upon a. 
Death- bed, what the accompliſh'd Athenian Nictas- utter'd befote His laſt 
fatal March: I have ever habitually worſhipped the Gods with a conſtien- 
e e ns on nl EOIn 
en A „ . 


. wal a ee, 
b yur Rd igion had taught him to abound in in good Werks; 
and while he ſeem'd to retain his native Temper, in the Care of little 
Things, he diſplay d a divine Soul in doing the greateſt. — He would not 
give a Half- penny to a common Vagrant: He would give one Guinea, 
or Five, or more to a real Sufferer, or Twenty to put out a hopeful Boy, 
an Apprentice. His Exhibitions to his Relations and Dependants were, ti 
ſufficient, yet not laviſn or large; while he made no Scruple to give a 
Hundred Pounds to an Infirmary, or 'Two Hundred, to augment a ſmall | 
Cure. He never made a Figure in his Port, Attendants, or Equipage. He 


. 1 


Sen Münz Amal <6-Neceliaries except in the Entertainment | of th 


| Friends; ſo that on his Journies, where he was not known, he Was only 
not neglected. He did in his Heart deſpiſe the vulgar Reſpect- paid to 
Eclat and Extravagance ; and had large Amends made to his Conſcience. for 
what he might ſuffer in his Credit, from the real Good he was enabled to 
r ˙ OY EY ING RS 


. he was net ſingular, BEE Carine, © 
Ani ee jncent dens e due to civil Society. He dif- 
agreed no further with the Ways of the World, than he thought the 
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 neral from certain Knowledge, that for ſeveral Years they exceeded the 


- annual Profits: of his Place®. He had-as poor an Opinion of Death-bed 
Charity, as of Death- bed Repentance. It was, he ſaid, diſtributing what 
vou could no longer keep, and what was no longer your own. Had Pro- 
. vidence continued him a while longer in the World, there is Reaſon to 


believe, he had been his own Executor. He wanted and wiſhed for Op. 


pottunitzes to "ſettle large Sums upon laſting Foundatio 


ſexeral Friends upon the Occaſion : But through the Infirmities KY 


the Difficulty: of doing what CD om Omen 
per Zeal in others to promote and encourage his pious Deſigns, he could 
- not always do what be with'd. He rejoiced at the Opportunities he met 
with, and ſeem d to receive greater SatisfaQtion in an Occaſion of this kind, 
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| + Some Perſons have, T.. beck there} -96 Sender of - 
hols Gettin, when he can no longer ſpeak for himſelf. This in all Caſes (except where 
_ or the Projpett of public Utility requires) is indecent nd nomanly OM. 


ene and from: whence he 5s | 


ſuppos'd to have ſupply d his Charities, and encreaſed his Fortune, was a very trifling Sum 


not amounting to 407. in the Year : — ſometimes diſpoſed of by the Miniſter of the Pariſh 
where the Offender liv'd : — accounted for to the late Biſhop ; and never receiv'd by the 


Fa Commiſlary, or enter'd in his Accounts, as a Perquiſite of his Office, TION. 
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— but 166A une. That he has given by WII we 
eee which may amount to ſome Thou- 
| fand Pounds more, is all he well could do, conſiſtent with the Regard he 


had to his Relations. Vet to theſe he has left what only may keep. hem 


from Dependance ('twas all they expected) and not what may maintain 
them in Affluence. He might, had he been diſpoſed, have adopted one of 
them, and left a Name, a Family, and a Fortune behind him. But he 
choſe to die, as he had lived, doing all the Good in his Power. He look'd 
upon himſelf as a Stranger upon Earth, and he would not act incanfiſtently | 
with his Principles: He would not cheriſh the Pride of poſthumous Fame, 
which he deſpiſed, nor give to others that Family Diſtinction and Settle- 
ment, which he himſelf renounced. Happineſs, according to his Notion. - 
of it, did not conſiſt in a large Income; but in a Competency for this Life, 
and the ſteadfaſt Hope of a better. The former he left. to his .Rela- _ 
„ eee e FF 
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4e, to be ap- 


plyd to , ſhew that the moſt extenſive Good, the Salvation. of Mii. | 
claim d his greateſt Attention. He knew the infinite Importance of: Reli- 


gion, and wiſh'd all Men to be influenced eee e los 
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believe in inferring from the immoral Condudt of nominal Chriſtian, tho 
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-Man, was the Triumph. of Grace over 


- Sickneſs, refign'd : in Office; uncorrupt : in Authority, humble: ; — agree. 
yr 641 rde M of eminent Abilities, without Genius; and 


as a Gentleman, and his Office as a Judge, were what he conform d and 
ee Lee re | 


Thott Bas his Wi, e hd the Einer we, al his © 
_ What were moral. Excellencies in others, in him were Chriſtian Graces, if 
he forgave Man, it was becauſe God for Chriſt's Sake had 
If he did good, it was in Imitation of Gop, who is good to all, and for 

the Bake of C "who livd'and died, and intercedes for all. The parti. 
tious as-proceeding from Humour, Nature, Intereſt or Vanity, had in him 
the Quality of Habits, 8 as flowing from the 
ſteady and inviolable Principles of R | What is 1 
othetz, was in him the Dietate of a 


bel the of Men, ee 
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ferent Man, had he not been a moſt 
neracy of Nature was in him refined, or rather deſtroy d, by the Diſpenſa- 
tion of Grace z, and thus what would haye been e v | 
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Pan he cultivated for the Glomn. 
of Immortality. The Regularity obſerved by others for the Sake of the | 
Body, he practis d for the Sake of his Soul. What is call'd Humanity in 
ſome, and often ariſes from natural Temper or ſtudied Complaiſance, was 
in him plain Chriſtian Humility: What is call'd Generoſity in others, and 
is often nothing elſe but a vain and wanton Profuſion, was in him pure 
Chriſtian Charity. His very Amuſements were regulated, and his ordinary | 
Converſation directed by Chriſtian Prudence. He had been a very indif- 
diſtinguiſh'd Chriſtian, But the Dege- 


converted by Hee to his 
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voured to do- Juſtice: . His Death was [not attended with any. preceding 
Sickneſs or Symptoms 


Perſon thus habitually devout, and thus well prepared, no Death could be 
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| bis Bounty. | 


s of Danger; from his Conduct and Conſtancy under 
which, we might derive any uſeful Leſſon to Mankind. He had been 
abroad in his Chariot upon his uſual Exerciſe, and after his return home 
was remarkably chearful in the Evening: but in ſome Part of the Night, 
and probably in his Sleep, was ſtruck with the dead Palſy. . The next 
| Morning he was found deprived of Speech, and, to Appearance, of all 
Senſe of Pain. Thus be languiſh'd for a few Days, and then expired on 
the ſeventh of September 1753, in the ſeventy-fifth Year of his Age. Toa 


ſudden: The Shock was more ſenſibly felt by thoſe, who were ac- 
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